[Correlations between laboratory and ultrasonic diagnosis and needle biopsy in chronic hepatitis and alcoholic cirrhosis].
A report is presented on patients admitted to hospital with chronic hepatitis or alcoholic cirrhosis of the liver and subjected to diagnostic laboratory tests, ultrasound scans and needle biopsies both non-surgical and during laparoscopy. The laboratory findings were compared with the results of ultrasound scans and biopsies. It was concluded that the diagnostic accuracy of ultrasound scans is sufficient, when backed by anamnestic clinical and laboratory data, to obviate the need for liver biopsy in cases of chronic hepatitis and alcoholic cirrhosis. Nor is biopsy required for differential diagnosis between the two conditions but should be reserved for the setting of diagnostic uncertainty about cancer-cirrhosis, or the presence of hepatoma, liver metastases, ascites or other oedematous forms. It is concluded that the undoubled diagnostic accuracy of biopsy does not compensate for the risk entailed especially for patients of this type.